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UNITSD STATES DsP.RTMGNT OF .“.GRICULTURS 
BUR3..U OF SNTOMOLOGY 
Washinton, De Cs 


VIRGVORMS 
Wirevworms arc the jointec, hard, brovm to yellow, wormlike young 
of the click bcectles. They often do great damage to potatoes, carrots, 
beets, onions, beans and other crops by burrowing through the roots or 
cutting the plent off under the ground. The burrows are usuclly small 
in diamceter and extend into the roots from 1/4 to i/e on inch or more. 
Frequently the worms themselves my be found protruding from the burrows 
The insects have a ses lifc-cycle, from three to four years being spent 
in the larval stage 


There is no cntirely satisf.ctory method of preventing damage by 
wirevorms, Tho eastern forms of wireworms are usually more cbuncant 
ise lords than in fields which arc undor cultivation conch yonr. . This 
Deine tne case and since wirevworns have « lifo cyclo of from three to 
four ycars, it is not ~% good plom from the standpoint cf wircworm ccmage 
to have potatocs follow sod lmnd or any other green manure crop. We be-= 
licve that considerable damage to the potato crop «nd other root crops 
which are very susceptible to injury can be reduced by planting these 
crops in londs which have been under cultivation throu,hout the scason 
for 2t least two years. Such crops ss tomatoos, molins .nc benns may 
support = wireworm infestation which weulc be damning to potatocs and 
other root crops because of the luss of markct value of such crops whon 
they bear feecin;; scars of the wireworms. 


S0il fumigation is cffective under gome conditions in dvustrcoying 
these posts. The most offective soll fumigant for wiroworms is carbon 
Cisulohnids. a circular is enclosed which docls with this m-.tericl cas a 
Sat -tumieant an the Pacific northwest. It is lsc useful acsainst other 
sjil-infestinsg forms such as white grubs. Coarbon Cisulphide is injurious 
to plant srowth 2nd must be applica when the lana is free of the croy and 
at a timc when the wircworms ore near the surfacc. The tre.tment is most 
offactive if the chemicel is applied when tho land is in a good tillsbloe 
concition. 


TRUCK CROP ..ND G..RDEN 
INQSCT INVESTIG..TIONS 
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